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The Rank and File of  
China’s Communist State

“We know what makes democracy work but we didn’t know what makes autocracy 
work, until now.”

James A. Robinson, University of Chicago 

“This path-breaking book succeeds in uncovering and tracing sources of Chinese 
state strength that have so far been widely underrated and under-researched.  

Daniel Koss’s work produces striking qualitative and quantitative findings on the 
varied and shifting geography of the CCP’s power base through time. He shows how 

the Communist Party’s grassroots branches have provided the Chinese state with 
an extra capacity for political mobilization and policy implementation that other 

political systems lack.” 
Sebastian Heilmann, Founding President of the Mercator Institute for China Studies

“Daniel Koss, diplomat turned scholar, has done an amazing amount of field work 
to try to understand how the post-1949 Chinese authoritarian regime functions 

differently in different localities. He combines intensive interviewing with 
quantitative data and searches through archives. By examining variations between 

counties on issues like birth control, he sheds light on how the Party rules.”
Ezra Vogel, Harvard University

“Where the Party Rules is a work of remarkable scope, imagination, and intellectual 
energy. Koss traces temporal and spatial variation in the Chinese Communist Party’s 
penetration of society from its origins in the anti-Japanese War through subsequent 

decades and into the present. Tied to an explicit set of theoretical propositions, 
the analysis sheds surprising light on a range of essential political outcomes. The 

book sets a new standard for scholarship on the most essential of Chinese political 
institutions.”

Andrew G. Walder, Stanford University

Cover ilustration:  Li Bin , For Our Ideals , 23×37cm, 1976, with 
kind permission from the artist. The painting shows Red Guards assembling 
on Tiananmen Square in Beijing before being “sent down to the countryside” 
in Heilongjiang Province. Today, top leaders as well as ordinary party 
members of the older generation still vividly remember – and seem inspired 
by – such images of discipline and revolution during the Mao era.
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